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Coffee Break

By Adeline Daley

1 always feel a little guilty when I read the
latest child-rearing manuals, because it seems that
in nine out of ten chapters we're doing something
wrong. I wouldn't mind as much if my own Kkids
weren't pointing out our shortcomings continually.

For instance, our kids 'want to know why we
don't adhere to the recommendation which states
that the “ideal family is one which holds regular
family conferences so that every member has an
equal voice in voting on issues such as deciding
how much money should be spent on items in the
family budget.”

Presumably, this means that free elections
are held to decide whether the head of the
household should buy a new suit or should the
money be spent on a new record player and
three Beatle albums.

1 guess it means, too, that before the bills are
paid each month, a motion has to be made, second-
ed and woe be to Macy's or any other creditor if
6-year-old Jan votes “nay.”

* * *

I knew my husband would be about as en-
thusiastic about this arrangement as the Aga Khan
would be in presiding over a New England town
meeting. But I didn’t expect him to suggest that
in lacking a gavel he could call the meeting to
order by taking off his shoe and pounding it on
the table.

At this point he stalked out of the room as
did 7-year-old Sharon when she was told she
couldn’t be the secretary because it was de-
creed that someone older, who could write in
cursive rather than prini, should take notes.

Nevertheless, I attempted to carry on a sem-
blance of parliamentary procedure with the re-
maining quorum, spelling out what we hoped to
accomplish, for instance, to make everybody aware
of our financial picture.

“I don’t think little kids should have to worry
about bills,” Diane, who is nine and wise for her
years, then announced.

I explained hastily that we did not intend to
have them decide on the usual issues listed in the
child-rearing manuals, such as family finances,
where we should go vacations, what punish t
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should be doled out, etc.

One of the older kids, a real wisenheimer,
then wanted to know whether they would be
allowed to vote on whether Red China should

be admitted into the Unrited Nations.

“Our purpose,” I continued, queting from the
book, “is to hold regular family councils in order
that you many contribute your ideas, your hopes,
your dreams . . ."”

“Mom,” Brian interrrupted, “vou always talk
like this when you want us to do some work. What
is it this time, the garage?”

* * *
‘A motion has been made that you kids clean

the garage this afternoon,” I replied. I'm still wait-

mg for a second to the motion.
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Beta Alpha
Party Set
Saturday

A barbecue and swim|
party will highlight the sum- |
mer ' social activities for|
members and guests of Beta |
Alpha Nu chapter of Bela‘
Sigma Phi sorority next Sat-
urday evening, Aug. 27. l

The party, to which spe.
cial invitations have been ex-!
tended to prospective mem-
bers, will be held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. M.
Kelly Sims, 7 Lantana Pl,
Rolling Hills Estates, begin-
ning at 7 p.m.
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